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Revision Assistant Fast Facts

1 Revision Assistant gives immediate, constructive feedback as a student writes. Feedback is aligned to a rubric 
of four criteria for each, single prompt. In other words, the criteria to which the feedback is aligned may differ, 
depending on the prompt and rubric. For example, comments in Revision Assistant may concentrate on: Clarity and 
Focus, Use of Evidence, Development of Ideas, or Language and Genre Awareness. 

2 At any point during the writing process, students may call for a “Signal Check.” Calling a Signal Check will provide 
students with one feedback comment per criterion in the prompt’s rubric and will display for the student the number 
of “signal bars” they have achieved (from one to four) for each criterion. Each rubric element is color-coded, which 
helps students understand the specific parts of the essay to which each comment is responding. In other words, the 
specific sentence to which each comment pertains will be highlighted in the same color as the comment, which will 
be the same color as its corresponding criterion. Feedback is shown to the side of the essay. 

3 Feedback can be positive or constructive. Positive feedback identifies for students the specific area of their essay 
in which they have done something well and encourages them to reflect on why it worked, and how to use it in other 
parts of the essay to make it stronger. Constructive feedback gives suggestions for actionable improvements. 

4 Revision Assistant is not a grammar and spell check tool. RA evaluates and comments on the writing itself. Its 
analyses are based on complex algorithms that are trained with actual essays, written by students and scored by 
expert scorers who use a predetermined rubric. The training allows Revision Assistant to learn how to apply the 
rubric when evaluating student essays and how to recognize areas of strength and needs for improvement in the 
writing. 

5 Revision Assistant provides feedback like a teacher would, but it does so immediately, at the very moment the 
student asks for it with a Signal Check. 

6 Revision Assistant does not assign a score like other essay scoring engines. The teacher ultimately assigns grades 
and determines the final score. Rather, Revision Assistant encourages students to continually improve their writing, 
based on four rubric-based criteria. 

7 Prompts are all standards-aligned and cover a wide range of genres and essay types. For instance, prompts may 
be aligned to the Common Core standards for Narrative, Informative, or Argumentative writing. Some prompts are 
source-dependent and some are source-independent. 

8 Prompt topics are designed to be relatable and engaging for students. One prompt, for example, asks students to 
write a letter to the editor on the benefits or drawbacks of social networks. Another prompt asks students to write 
a story about a time when they felt significantly different from the people around them. A third assignment asks 
students to read President Obama’s speech on the 100th Anniversary of Rosa Parks’ birth and to reflect on the 
meaning of his statement: “we remind ourselves that although the principle of equality has always been self-evident, 
it has never been self-executing.”  Here are some examples of prompts from the Revision Assistant Prompt Library. 

http://turnitin.com
https://guides.turnitin.com/Revision_Assistant/Prompt_Library
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9 Teachers may assign writing prompts in a variety of ways: as writing practice, for homework assignments, as timed 
performance tasks, or as untimed exercises. 

10 Although it is used most often by English and Language Arts teachers, Revision Assistant has utility in many 
subjects in which teachers want to help students improve their writing skills, such as history, social studies, and 
science. 

11 There are 40 prompts available at product launch on January 20, 2016, including 6 AP prompts (3 in English and 3 in 
history). 60 prompts will be available by spring 2016. 

12 Revision Assistant includes an optional pre-writing space to help students collect and organize their thoughts 
before writing their essay. 

13 A 2015 pilot study of 164 educators and 3,439 students (in high school and middle school) found that 94 percent of 
students revised their work at least one time with Revision Assistant. Middle school students revised, on average, 
ten times, while high school students revised six times. Middle schoolers doubled the length of their essays across 
revisions when using Revision Assistant, while high school papers increased by 70 percent. See the pilot study.

http://go.turnitin.com/l/45292/2016-01-12/6b289n/45292/91349/Turnitin_Revision_Assistant_Pilot_Study.pdf

