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Revision Assistant Quotes

What educators say about Turnitin Revision Assistant

TC Niemann, 6-12 grade English teacher, Hostos Lincoln Academy, NYC South Bronx, NY:

“That idea that clicking the Signal Check would highlight some particular sentence that needed work led students to read 
over their work, instantly trying to make it better in a way that they could never accomplish with my assistance alone. It 
was a real extension of my reach.”

“Often when you’re working with 25 students in a classroom and trying to give comments on the fly, you don’t craft your 
responses as carefully as [Turnitin Revision Assistant] did.”

“One thing that I never get in a regular writing assignment is five drafts of a paper from each student in the class. With the 
signal checks, the revisions and the reporting, I was able to get change from just about every student in the class. There 
was not a student who crumpled up the paper, threw it into the desk, and walked out. Everybody went back and tried to 
change something, and that was a huge victory.”

Elizabeth Speicher, 7 grade English teacher, Chartiers Valley Middle, PA:

“The students who do well can move onto another writing assignment, perhaps something that is more challenging. 
The students that are struggling can continue to go back and make changes to that particular assignment. So you can 
differentiate your instruction a lot easier, because you could even bump students up.” 

Chelsea Kordecki, 7-8 grade English/8 grade literature teacher, Riverside Middle School, PA:

“If I recognized a skill that the students collectively struggled with in [Turnitin] Revision Assistant, I knew that was an area I 
needed to further instruct them on and then reassess by using a different prompt from [Turnitin] Revision Assistant.”

“[Turnitin] Revision Assistant’s immediate feedback is something that has been beneficial for me, in terms of being able to 
get to each student and be able to approach the writing process in an easier fashion.”

“The feedback in Revision Assistant wasn’t just an answer for them... it didn’t just tell them to correct a certain phrase. It 
made them take a step back and think about the writing process.”

“Revision Assistant helps students to look at the details that they’re incorporating and determine if they are truly focusing 
on the thesis they’ve created.”

“I feel that [Turnitin] Revision Assistant definitely boosted their self-esteem, and I noticed the quarterly benchmark writing 
scores improved as well because of the confidence that [Turnitin] Revision Assistant gave them.”
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Susan Van Doren, 9-11 grade English teacher, George Whittell High School, Douglas County NV:

“I can walk over to a page that they’ve written that already has comments on it, that already has textual evidence 
highlighted, and I can help them understand those comments or help them understand what to do with those comments, it 
takes me so much further ahead in my ability to help my students.”

“But for them to look at a paper that Revision Assistant has provided feedback on and it says ‘precise diction’, now 
suddenly you have two students talking to each other about what ‘precise diction’ means. And if they have the idea of 
diction and they can figure that out, they’ve had a really rich conversation about writing, and that’s what I love to see in the 
classroom.”

“Revision Assistant has helped my students, because it’s one thing for me to tell them what I think they need to work on; 
when they get it from a second opinion they start to really listen.”

Jenny Crisp, QEP Director and Associate Professor of English, Dalton State College, GA:

“The Revision Assistant signal bars intrigued me. Those are neat, because they give students valid feedback and 
explanations as well, but they don’t give them a number. When students don’t have a number they can’t pin a grade on it, 
and if they don’t see it as a grade then it works better as formative feedback.”

“My students like building up those bars on the Signal Check. It’s like a reward system, and that just makes for more 
practice.”

“Really the way to become a better writer is to write more.”

“Revision Assistant works better for me, because I can see their writing after they’ve worked through some of their 
corrections. It lets me help them more with the more complicated corrections they really can’t work through on their own.”

What students say about Turnitin Revision Assistant

Makena, 10th grade student:

“Yes, I do think that helped me more, because I would practice writing different essays and also input older essays, which 
gave me the same comments, basically, and I was realizing that I was repeating my own mistakes.”

“I do believe it helped me write better, because when reading through the comments on specific parts, such as your 
structure, it would help with transitions and also your paragraph and how it was written, which really helped because 
sometimes it can be a bit confusing on how to write that, and when doing vocab and such, it just really, like, spiced up my 
essay.”

“I did not do many revisions on pen and paper, because I assumed that was already good.  While using [Turnitin] Revision 
Assistant, I would revise around 9 times.”

Tiller, 8th grade student:

“I definitely revised a lot more. Before revision assistant I would revise my essay 1-2 times, with revision assistant I would 
revise over 20 times.”
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“The feedback definitely helped me make my essay improve a lot, because it gave me what I should fix in it... at first for 
the feedback like I thought that I would only have to work on that area for what to do but then later I realized that it kind of 
applied to my whole paragraph or essay.”

Evlyn, Brooklyn College student:

“...it’s like having your own personal teacher anywhere you go, you know. And after you finish writing your essay you’re like 
okay here I’m done, now check this for me, and they’re like okay I got you, you know. And then they check it and then they 
tell you your mistakes and you’re like okay you need to fix this a little bit, this sounds really good, but just clarify on this, you 
know. I like that. I like hearing a little bit of like good details about my work, but then I want to hear the negatives with it too, 
and Revision Assistant did that for me.”

Martha, Dalton State College student:

“I have way more drafts. I would probably only do one draft for a paper for an essay that I had to turn in in class, but with 
Revision Assistant there’s three or four times more, so I really, I really, really enjoyed having that, having Revision Assistant 
because it’s really, it’s really helped me with my classes and not just English.”

“A lot of the wording is more detailed because of Revision Assistant. I’m able to provide more detail into my paragraphs, 
into my writing, and all thanks to Revision Assistant just because I’m able to see, I’m able to write a first paragraph, or a 
first essay, revise it, and then continue to revise it…”

Madison, 10th grade student:

“I like the way it picks out something new every time you fix a new problem, and then if you fixed a problem but it doesn’t 
think so, it tells you and it tells you how you can make it better, because if you fix it, it might not be really great. It just helps 
make your paper really good, especially on specific parts.”

“I noticed that my sentence structure became a lot better and then my vocabulary, because it would tell me that I needed 
stronger words or words from the article, and it helped me expand my vocabulary and make my essay stronger.”

Hannah, Dalton State College student:

“And then when I got to the end of my paper, taking from my first draft and going all the way down to the last draft, I could 
see such a big difference from the feedback that I got back. So that helped me a lot. I’m actually really getting better at 
writing papers because of Revision Assistant.”

“Revision Assistant is a place where you can get on to the internet and you type up a paper depending on what topics that 
Revision Assistant gives you, and then it helps with your feedback, and it like gives you a signal check so that you can 
make sure that your typing everything correctly. And then sometimes it gives you praises about some of the things that 
you’ve written and then that helps you because that encourages you to continue going. And then the feedback helps you to 
realize what you’ve done wrong and make you better at writing.”
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General comments from educators about feedback, writing, and 
teaching writing:

Elizabeth Speicher:

“Effective feedback has to be very specific to the writing task that they are completing at that moment; and it also needs 
to be something that is fixable so it can’t just be vague or generic, it needs to be a specific item that they can also see a 
change themselves on. If they don’t see an improvement quickly, then they aren’t going to take the feedback and internalize 
it and actually start applying it across the board to their writing.”

Chelsea Kordecki:

“A lot of students do not necessarily realize the importance of feedback.”

“Feedback is something that every teacher does differently, so a lot of students do not necessarily realize the importance 
of it until they are up in later grades, potentially even college. I think a lot of times when you just write a note on a paper 
they may not think they’ll ever have to revisit that again so they take it and sometimes just leave it, rather than applying it 
for future writing.”

Susan Van Doren:

“Feedback needs...needs to be specific. Saying that a student did a good job is not going to help them or saying that 
they need to work more is not even going to help them, and that for me is the hardest thing is how do I — on the spur 
of the moment in the writing situation — give feedback that is specific and helpful and that’s in their zone of proximal 
development, that is something they can understand and apply and move their writing forward right in that situation.”

“I think that students have much more difficulty understanding feedback than most educators realize. I’ve realized this 
when I’m sitting down next to my own son and I’m talking to him about his writing and we’re going over comments that his 
teachers have made on his papers and sometimes he’s struggling just with the academic vocabulary that they’re using. 
So if a student doesn’t understand what his topic sentence is supposed to look like, telling him or her to improve the topic 
sentence or have a clear claim if they don’t understand that, or include counterclaim, if they’re not understanding that 
vocabulary and they’re not understanding the directions, they’re not going to be able to use the feedback at all.”


