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Integrity is the foundation of 
education, preparing students for 
success on the next step of their 

academic or professional journey. 

Acting with integrity is foundational to 
learning and foundational to a society that is 
built on norms of trust and integrity. Our 
world needs smart and energetic individuals, 
who act with integrity. 

Fortunately, 
integrity is a 
learned skill, just 
like any other 
discipline.

It doesn’t simply focus on punishing 
academic dishonesty, but puts in place 
integrated practices that encourage 
students to pursue academic excellence 
through honest, original work. 

Turnitin has curated this content to 
initiate important classroom discussions 
centred around the importance of integrity 
and how to achieve it.  

· How might your home or cultural
values influence how you think
about academic integrity? 

· Is academic integrity important to
you? Why or why not?

· Think about someone who acts
with integrity; share what they do
(or don’t do) that makes them a
positive role model. 

· Do your teachers and school do
enough to prevent plagiarism and
cheating? What more could they do
to encourage academic integrity?

· Have you ever plagiarized?
Be honest!

· Did you know that it’s possible to
plagiarize your own work?

In short, academic integrity means 
being honest. Treating others’ 
work with respect and fairness. 

Taking responsibility for one’s actions. 
Having the courage to do what’s right, 
even when it’s difficult to do so. Those 
are the behaviors we believe work 
together in harmony to create 
academic integrity.
Do you agree with this behavior?  
Do you think it’s necessary to encourage 
academic integrity at school? What 
about outside of school, when you’re socializing 
with your friends, both online and offline?

Classrooms and schools, just like any 
community, rely on rules to help form a 
positive environment, where people feel safe 
and supported. Rules help to shape 
expectations for what is and isn’t acceptable, 
with policies usually being in place to explain 
what happens if a rule is broken. For example, 
if you steal someone’s lunch money, you’re 
likely to be sent home; you might even be 
expelled or find yourself in trouble with the 
police, too. 

What do you think should happen if you steal 
someone’s ideas or hard work and present 
them as your own? We call this plagiarism, and 

most schools don’t allow it. But sometimes, 
plagiarism isn’t clearly defined, so students 
don’t always know what’s acceptable. 
Different cultures around the world have 
different levels of tolerance for what’s 
acceptable, so it’s important for a school to be 
very clear about its expectations and 
consequences. Sometimes, students are 
aware that they’re acting against the rules set 
by their school, but they don’t think it really 
matters, or they don’t think they’ll get caught.

What do you think? Is it fair for one 
student to work hard on an assignment 
and other to take a dishonest shortcut and 

get a better grade? Many organizations 
around the world, including the Council of 
Europe and the International Center for 
Academic Integrity (ICAI), are working 
together to ensure that students understand 
academic integrity and its importance in 
achieving education and life goals. Without 
this understanding, we are all made to suffer 
the consequences of academic dishonesty by 
being forced to live with corrupt politicians 
and professionals, as well as information we 
can’t trust.

How well do you understand plagiarism?  
Take our quick quiz!  http://bit.ly/TIMLink1

Universities and other higher education 
institutions expect students to have learned 
how to incorporate research into their 
writing using proper referencing standards 
during secondary school. Professors have 
noticed, however, that many students 
aren’t prepared to produce quality, 
academic writing. To address this skills gap, 
many universities are hosting writers’ 
workshops and posting resources online. 

The University of Maryland University 
College (UMUC) offers a four-part online 
tutorial, covering the basics of academic 
integrity and referencing. The tutorial is 
free (and extremely useful), with a quiz at 
the end of each learning module to test 
what you’ve learned. 

Check it out! 
http://bit.ly/TIMLink2

Why should we care 
about integrity?

What is academic integrity? 
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Want to 
learn more 
about 
academic 
integrity?
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Collaboration is working together on a 
project or task. Collusion is deceitful or 
unfair cooperation or collaboration. 
Read more on page 3.
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Explore! Learning more about 
the subject of academic 
integrity now will help 
prepare you for your next 
steps after school.
http://bit.ly/2mmM59k

http://bit.ly/TIMLink1
http://bit.ly/TIMLink2
http://bit.ly/2mmM59k
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Assume that your teacher assigns a 
group research project. Each group 
is to meet and divide tasks.

One student in your group — let’s call him Michael — has a part-time job 
after school and a younger sibling to care for, leaving very little time to do 
homework. Another group member — we’ll name her Lucy — is worried 
that Michael won’t do a good job. Since only one grade is being assigned to 
the whole group, and Lucy wants to earn a top score, she offers to do 
Michael’s work in addition to her own.

Group projects are common in school, providing the opportunity for 
students to practice working together as a team toward a common goal—
an essential skill for work and life. But sometimes, drawing the line 
between helping each other and sharing too much can be confusing. The 
key difference between collaboration and collusion is that one is 
acceptable and one is not.

To learn more about why students engage in scholarly misconduct, 
there’s a new book that discusses the topic: Cheating in College: 
Why Students Do It and What Educators Can Do About It, co-
authored by Kenneth D. Butterfield, Linda K. Treviño, and Dr. 
Donald McCabe (1944-2016). Dr. McCabe was a professor and 
founder of the International Center for Academic Integrity, and his 
multi-year studies surrounding academic dishonesty and integrity 
are well-known around the world. This book provides an analysis 
of years of student survey data to spot trends and patterns, 
including the following: 

While this book focuses on academic dishonesty in higher 
education, much of the information can be applied to secondary 
school. And we think it’s important to introduce academic integrity 
to students before they transition to higher education; in fact, we 
think it’s never too soon to talk about and encourage honest, 
ethical behavior.

Collusion is just one type of academic dishonesty. Other types include 
cheating, plagiarism, fraud, and bribery

• Do you think that’s acceptable?

• Why or why not?

• What might the teacher do to
ensure adequate student learning
and fair assessment?

• Advances in technology and
information sharing have made
cheating easier.

• Students are under a lot of
pressure to succeed.

• Personal and situational factors
may increase the likelihood of
academic dishonesty.

• Looking at your phone for
answers on a test when it’s not
allowed is cheating.

• Paraphrasing or copying content
from the Internet and including it
in your research paper without
attribution is plagiarism.

• Falsifying data in a scientific
report is fraud.

• Offering money or a special favor
to a teacher in exchange for a
higher mark or academic
advantage is bribery.

If you’d like a copy of this poster for your classroom, 
visit: http://bit.ly/TIMLink4

Working honestly with your peers

Collusion vs. Collaboration 

Collaboration is working together on a project or task. Most 
jobs require some amount of teamwork, so being able to work 
well with others is an essential employability skill.  

Collusion is deceitful or unfair cooperation or collaboration, 
such as when one student shares class notes for an exam with 
another student who never attended the class. 

Ensure Originality and Integrity
Become a better writer by learning proper research and citation practices - Encourage students with greater engagement and richer feedback.

To support this process Turnitin has identified 10 types of unoriginal work*, ranked by severity and scored by frequency of appearance.
Use this tool to help easily identify the ways that information use could fall into the category of unoriginal work.

Better writing starts here!

The first step to becoming a better writer

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
3.9CTRL-F 

Finding and replacing key words and phrases but 
retaining the essential content of the sources

#3 FindFindFindFindFindFindFind

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

8.9CTRL-C 
Containing significant portions of text 
from a single source without alterations

#2 Ctrl
C

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

5.6Remix 
Mixing paraphrased material from 
multiple sources

#4
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

5.5Recycle 
Borrowing generously from one’s previous work 
without citation

#5
Hybrid 
Combining perfectly cited sources with copied 
passages without citation

#6 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
.5

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2.8RSS Feed  

Including proper citation of sources but 
containing almost no original work

#9
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

4.4Re-Post 
Including proper citation but relying too 
closely on the text’s original wording 
and/or structure

#10

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9.5Clone

Submitting someone else’s work, 
word-for-word, as one’s own

#1

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
.6404 Error 

Citing non-existent sources or including 
inaccurate information about sources

#8
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

9.1Mosaic 
Copied material from multiple sources, made to 
fit together

#7

www.turnitinuk.com
© 2017 Turnitin

*Based on findings from a worldwide survey of nearly 900 educators.

Severity Frequency

Some types of dishonesty, like plagiarism, can be 
broken down even further. We’ve identified 10 types 
of plagiarism and ordered them along a spectrum of 
intent, also noting which are most frequent: 

Watch it online, then share your thoughts and experiences  
related to seeking trustworthy sources of information: 
http://bit.ly/TIMLink3

1Common Sense Media is a nonprofit organization 
committed to providing trusted, unbiased information about 
media and technology, so that parents, educators, and 
policymakers can make good decisions about how it is used 
and accessed by young people. 

“Fake news” was named by 
Collins as its Word of the Year 
2017. Its dictionary definition 
describes it as ‘false, almost 
sensational, information 
disseminated under the guise 
of news’. 
Here are three ways to protect yourself from its “near 
ubiquitous presence”, as the publisher put it, in the news 
media and beyond.    

1. Recognize sensationalism. Newspapers, magazines, blogs,
television shows — they all depend on attracting readers/viewers to
make money, either directly (when consumers pay for content) or
indirectly (when content creators make money from advertisers). To get
your attention, some writers will exaggerate truths. Does the story
simply report the 5 W’s of journalism: who, what, when, where, and why, 
and cite sources for information? Or does it state opinion? Look for
missing elements to the story. Does the author’s intent seem to present
multiple sides to a story, or does it seem to be set on arousing emotion or 
driving a certain action? Beware of headlines in ALL CAPS and
exclamation points!

2. Resist the urge to spread misinformation. Facebook and
other social media platforms have recently been used and subsequently 
abused as a conduit for fake news. Be diligent and check information
for accuracy before sharing it with others. Pause before you share, and 
do a little background research. Have other stories been written on the 
same topic? Is the source material reliable? Could it be satire? A couple 
of useful resources to help you learn all about false information include 
the nonprofit First Draft News (http://bit.ly/TIMLink13) and the
International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN) at Poynter (http://bit.ly/
TIMLink14). Both have worked with social media platforms and news
outlets to promote fact checking and responsible sharing.

3. Report false news when you see it. It’s not always easy to
discern the truth of any given matter. When it’s clear that a story is false
and potentially harmful, however, it’s important to be a good digital
citizen and call it out. Facebook has enabled a feature to let you report
posts as false. [Read about it at: http://bit.ly/TIMLink15] Other social
media tools also have similar functionality. When it’s not obvious, try
alerting customer service or reporting suspicious posts as spam. 

How to spot and 
stop fake news

Common Sense Media1 
created a video to help 
students spot fake news.
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• “Ethical Collaboration: Teaching Students to

Work Together Honestly — and to Build a Culture

that Stops Cheating Before It Starts,” available at:

http://bit.ly/TIMLink5

• “Why Do Students Cheat: Talking to Young People

About Cheating—and How to Prevent it—Shows

the Powerful Role of Student Voice,” available at:

http://bit.ly/TIMLink6

• If you thought most of your peers cheated
during exams, would this influence your
decision to do the same?

• If you didn’t have time to write a research
paper but you needed a good grade to pass
the class, would you consider hiring
someone to write it for you?

• When collaborating on a group project, do
you always do your part, or have you relied
on others to do work for you?

• Would you consider cheating or
plagiarizing to get a better grade if you
knew you wouldn’t get caught?

• What do you think might contribute to and
control academic dishonesty?

Read the following two articles from 
Usable Knowledge, an online 
education resource site published 
by the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education (HGSE):
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Integrity in the 
real world

“I cannot call myself 
the best rapper if I 
have a ghostwriter. 
Make great music. 
But the title, it  
won’t be there.”
American rapper and songwriter, Kendrick 
Lamar, on integrity in the music business. 
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European Network for Academic Integrity 
- http://bit.ly/TIMLink8 
The International Center for Academic 
Integrity - http://bit.ly/TIMLink9
Plagiarism.org - http://bit.ly/TIMLink10
Turnitin Resources for Educators 
- http://bit.ly/TIMLink11
Rolling Stone - http://bit.ly/TIMLink12

Continue the 
conversation

Resources

In Depth
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Have you ever been 
researching a topic for 
a paper and noticed an 

advertisement enticing you to 
buy a paper online? 

People who offer to write anonymously on 
someone’s behalf are known as ghostwriters.  
In school, where you are expected to do 
your own work, students caught using 
ghostwriting services will be penalized.
 Sometimes, students wonder why it’s not 
okay to hire a writer when adults in the 
business world do — even those in power. 
The ethics of that practice can be debated, 
but it’s generally accepted when both adult 
participants collaborate and share the credit. 
The president for example, provides key 
information to staff and a writer helps to 

wordsmith it. It’s morally questionable when 
a writer is secretly hired, and the information 
is presented as one’s own. 
 There’s no debate on the ethics of this 
practice in school, however. The point of 
going to school is to learn, which makes 
ghostwriting always wrong. Writing develops 
critical thinking skills, and is an important 
skill in and of itself; it requires practice. When 
students pay someone to write for them, they 
cheat themselves of the opportunity to 
develop as learners, and this dishonesty puts 
other students at a disadvantage.
 The academic ghostwriting business 
undermines trust and the quality of 
education. In New Zealand, it’s against the 
law to offer essay writing services. Similar 
laws are being considered in the UK.

Read about it in The Guardian: 
http://bit.ly/TIMLink7

Calling all 
ghost 
busters

How to bust ghostwriters
• Take ownership of your

learning. 
Future employers will care more
about your character and
competence than your grades.
Don’t cheat yourself out of the
practice needed to learn how to do
quality work with integrity. 

• Don’t be afraid to ask for help.
It may be difficult to admit when
you need extra support, but
teachers are paid to support you
and help you succeed. Even if they
don’t seem to have time for
one-on-one coaching, they might

be able to connect you with 
resources or tutors who can help. 
Many schools also offer workshops 
on time management, effective 
note taking, and other basic 
academic skills.  

• Report those who break the
rules. 
If you let others get away with
academic dishonesty, their fraud
could unfairly impact your grade.
Why should you have to compete
against cheats? Ask teachers and
administrators for a way to report
cheating anonymously.

Talking about academic integrity as a 
class, on a regular basis, is a great way to 
learn about each other’s values and 
uncover what motivates certain 
behaviors. Open dialogue on the topic can 
encourage self reflection and 
understanding, critical thinking, and 
problem solving — all important aspects 
of creating a culture of integrity. 

Kendrick Lamar at Way Out West 2013 in Gothenburg, Sweden. Author: Kim Metso [http://bit.ly/2Fqi0xC]

Who is Turnitin?
Turnitin actively partners with educators and institutions to enhance academic 
integrity and excellence through formative tools and educational resources. Turnitin 
provides instructors with the tools to engage students in the writing process, provide 
personalized feedback, and assess student progress over time. Turnitin is used by more 
than 30 million students at 15,000 institutions in 150 countries.

www.turnitin.com
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