
 

 

College Readiness Checklist 

  9th  10th  11th  12th 

Students 

❏ Define your high school 
goals 

❏ Define your college goals 
❏ Make a preliminary list of 

colleges and their 
academic requirements 

❏ Take a practice PSAT 
test 

❏ Practice your writing 
❏ Join college mailing lists 

❏ Get familiar with college 
admission requirements. Your 
high school college counselor, 
the library, individual college 
websites, and advice articles 
are all good sources of 
information. 

❏ Review your PSAT and PreACT 
scores, as they will help you 
identify skills you may need to 
improve on for future tests. 

❏ Use college search tools to 
decide what factors are 
important to you and create a 
list of colleges that match your 
criteria. 

❏ Take the SAT or ACT. List all of 
the schools that you want to 
receive your scores 

❏ Determine your target score for 
the schools you are interested 
in, then decide if you need to 
retest  

❏ Attend college fairs and READ 
the material you get from all 
types of schools. Meet with 
college representatives if they 
visit your high school.  

❏ Make a list of colleges you 
want to apply. Compare 
institutions, their offerings, & 
their application requirements. 

❏ Formally ask for your 
recommendations early in the 
semester.  

❏ Submit all applications, forms, and 
test scores by their advertised 
deadlines. Make a checklist for 
each school of what you need to 
submit and the associated 
deadlines. 

❏ Learn about scholarship 
opportunities.  

❏ Pay attention to deadlines! Send 
an email notification to the 
schools you did not choose to 
decline your offer of admission. 

Parents 

❏ Identify a “college talk” 
day with your family and 
make this a routine 
conversation. 

❏ Join college mailing lists 
as a parent, not a 
student. 

❏ Explore academic 
enrichment opportunities 
for the summer. 

❏ Help your student prepare for 
the PSAT or PreACT with online 
practice tests.  

❏ Use their score reports to figure 
out which academic areas they 
should focus on improving.   

❏ Make a college wish list 
together. Talk with your student 
about the qualities he or she 
may want in a college regarding 
location, size, majors offered, 
etc. 

❏ Be sure to attend college fairs 
with your student! These events 
allow you to meet with college 
representatives and get 
answers to questions you may 
have. 

❏ Search with your student for 
colleges that will meet their 
needs. Take time to visit these 
schools during an official 
campus tour. 

❏ Start gathering financial aid 
documents, such as the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). Create an FSA ID.  

❏ Help your student search and 
apply for scholarships — research 
scholarship opportunities at your 
place of employment or various 
community organizations for your 
student. 

❏ Help your student process college 
responses. Allow your student to 
provide his/her opinion before you 
offer your own. 

 




