
How to Deliver Remote
Assessments with Integrity
Assessments are a critical intersection for measuring student understanding.
Delivering assessments with integrity starts with identifying common academic
integrity challenges and assessment delivery best practices.

Electronic Devices
Limit the time students have to take an exam 
with an assessment platform like Gradescope. 
The time allotted should be comfortable for 
students who know the material but not so 
generous that stressed students resort to 
electronic devices, like smart watches and 
hidden earbuds, to find answers. Proctoring 
tools can flag anomalous behaviors and devices 
and item analysis can help detect patterns
of misconduct.

Search Enginesand 
Online Applications
Create assessment questions that require
students to explain their thinking —showing
their work or attaching a brief video of their
thought process using Gradescope’s file
upload or free response field. Further deter
students from using search engines, AI-text
generators, or computational applications
with browser lockdown tools.

Plagiarism
Uphold the originality of writing and computer 
code assessments by providing formative 
feedback and support. Turnitin Draft Coach 
utilizes a formative approach and an advanced 
integrity tool like Turnitin Originality can check 
for text and code similarity and address contract 
cheating and deliberate text manipulations 
designed to bypass plagiarism checkers.

Stolen Exams
Practice good cyber hygiene—set strong
passwords, change them regularly, and store 
your assessments behind your institution’s 
secure firewall—to safeguard your course 
and assessment materials. Hacking into email 
accounts or school servers is a drastic 
measure and the remote equivalent to 
obtaining paper exams via questionable 
means from a professor’s desk.

Student Collusion
Create multiple versions of the same
assessment or change the question
sequence each time an exam is
administered to encourage appropriate
collaboration. Proctoring tools help ensure
that students are working individually on an
exam, and grading software like Gradescope
can help detect patterns in responses that
may highlight potential collusion.

Impersonation
Validate that the student earning credit for
an assessment is the same as the student
doing the work. Identity verification tools
check the authenticity of identification
documents and use biometric information
to continuously confirm the identity of the
test taker.

Cheat Sheets
Design an open book exam. Assess students’ 
ability to critically use the information in their 
reference materials. Browser lockdown tools, 
which inhibit navigating to other websites 
during a testing session, can check that 
students are only accessing permitted 
resources.

Test Banks
If using publisher test banks or exam
questions from previous years when
designing your assessments, make unique
edits so questions don't appear verbatim.
Less-than-reputable websites make test
banks readily available to students.
Encourage original answers by including
higher order thinking questions on exams.
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