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How to design end-to-end assessments with integrity
End-to-end assessment design fosters iterative feedback loops between instruction and assessment, which play a critical 
role in measuring student progress, informing teaching efficacy and encouraging integrity at every step along the way. 

Set clear learning objectives 

Clearly communicate to students what  they’re 
expected to learn. Learning objectives help 
instructors design courses and assessments and 
direct students to focus on what is important.

Teach what will be tested

Align course content and instruction to  
evaluation of learning. This increases  
teaching efficacy, promotes student learning  
and upholds the integrity  of assessments. 

Evaluate teaching efficacy

Gain insights into the effectiveness of instruction 
and course design.  Use assessment as a  
junction to measure student performance,  
evaluate teaching effectiveness and determine 
next steps. 

Address student learning

Leverage assessment data to inform learning 
interventions (Light, Cox, & Calkins 2009). 
Understanding what students do or do not know 
provides both students  and instructors with next 
steps on the learning journey.

Instruction

Provide clear rubrics

Provide students with clear expectations of the 
quality of their work (Brookhart, 2013). Rubrics 
let students know how to demonstrate their 
knowledge and help instructors practice thoughtful 
assessment design.

Offer low-stakes assessments 

Guide students on their learning  journey with 
frequent, formative assessments. These can 
strengthen educator-student relationships, 
deliver learning insights and prepare students for 
summative assessments.

Measure learning with accuracy

Design summative assessments to accurately 
measure learning. Provide a variety of question 
formats to evaluate breadth  (e.g., multiple-choice 
questions) and depth  (e.g., short and long answer 
questions) of student knowledge. 

Optimise exam design

Analyse student responses to inform future 
assessments and teaching practices.  
Data-driven assessment design helps  
measure student learning more accurately  
and with more integrity. 

Formative and summative assessment

Integrity

Align assessment  with instruction

Ensure that students are measured on what 
they’ve been taught. This demonstrates  
fairness by the instructor and models integrity  
for the student. Assessments that are unique  
to the instructor’s particular course and  
student cohort can also mitigate misconduct. 

Foster connections and  feedback loops 

Use assessments to create connections and 
feedback loops between educators and  
students. When feedback loops are upheld  
and students understand how to take  
ownership of their learning outcomes, they  
feel supported and are more likely to act with 
integrity (Lee, 2021). 

Ensure assessments are  inclusive and fair

Encourage integrity by designing assessments  
that acknowledge students’ different learning 
styles. Inclusive and fair assessments give  
students different ways to demonstrate their 
understanding of course concepts (Carnegie 
Mellon University, n.d.).  

Map integrity checks to assessment types

Uphold the integrity of your assessments with 
a variety of tools. There is no one-size-fits-all 
approach to assessment with integrity. From text 
similarity checks to proctoring, choose the integrity 
solution that best supports your assessment type 
and students’ needs. 
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